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Mission Statement

NCSBN empowers and supports nursing regulators in their mandate to protect the public. 

Purpose and Functions

The purpose of NCSBN is to provide an organization through which nursing regulatory bodies act and counsel together on matters of common 
interest and concern affecting the public health, safety and welfare, including the development of licensing examinations in nursing.

The major functions of NCSBN include developing the NCLEX-RN® and NCLEX-PN® Examinations, performing policy analysis and promoting  
uniformity in relationship to the regulation of nursing practice, disseminating data related to NCSBN’s purpose and serving as a forum for  
information exchange for NCSBN members. 
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I.  Background
The test plan for the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN®) was 
developed by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN®). The purpose of this document  
is to provide detailed information about the content areas tested in the NCLEX-PN Examination.

This booklet contains:

	�‚ The 2023 NCLEX-PN® Test Plan;

	�‚ Information on testing requirements and sample examination questions (items);

	�‚ Item writing tips; and

	�‚ References. 

About the NCLEX-PN® Test Plan 

The test plan is reviewed and approved by the NCLEX® Examination Committee (NEC) every three years. 
Multiple resources are used, including the recent practice analysis of licensed practical/vocational nurses 
(LPN/VNs) and expert opinions of the NEC, NCSBN staff and nursing regulatory bodies (NRBs), to ensure 
that the test plan is consistent with nurse practice acts. Following the endorsement of proposed revisions by 
the NEC, the test plan document is presented for approval to the Delegate Assembly, which is the decision-
making body of NCSBN.

The test plan serves a variety of purposes. It is used to guide candidates preparing for the examination, to 

https://nclex.com/index.htm
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II.  2023 NCLEX-PN® Test Plan 

Test Plan for the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses  
(NCLEX-PN®)

Introduction

Entry into the practice of nursing is regulated by the licensing authorities within each of the National Council 
of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN®) nursing regulatory bodies (state, commonwealth and territorial boards 
of nursing). To ensure public protection, each jurisdiction requires candidates for licensure to meet set 
requirements that include passing an examination that measures the competencies needed to perform safely 
and effectively as a licensed practical/vocational nurse (LPN/VN). NCSBN develops a licensure examination, 
the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN®), which is used by member 
board jurisdictions to assist in making licensure decisions. 
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�0�������&�Ù�Ä�����,���������Ä�������Ò���&�Ù�Ä���V���M�"�›�•���§���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���Ý�����½�Ä�L�ú�Ä�½���§�����&�Ù�Ä���Ý�ú�½�Ý�:�Ý�½�,�§�ò�•���Ò�§�ù�Ý�ò�A���������Ó�����,���•���;�Ù�Ý�·�Ù���Ý�ú�·�ò�,�½�Ä�������Ý�Ó�ú�Ý�L�·�§�ú�&��
others and population. 

Nursing is both an art and a science, founded on a professional body of knowledge that integrates concepts 
from the liberal arts and the biological, physical, psychological and social sciences. It is a learned profession 
based on an understanding of the human condition across the life span and the relationships of an individual 
with others and within the environment. Nursing is a dynamic, continuously evolving discipline that employs 
critical thinking and clinical judgment to integrate increasingly complex knowledge, skills, technologies and 
client care activities into evidence-based nursing practice. The goal of nursing for client care is preventing 
illness; promoting comfort; protecting, promoting and restoring health; and promoting dignity in dying. 
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Distribution of Content

The percentage of test items assigned to each Client Needs category and subcategory in the NCLEX-PN 
Test Plan is based on the results of the Report of Findings from the 2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking 
the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice (NCSBN, 2022) and expert judgment provided by members of the 
NCLEX Examination Committee (NEC). In addition to the Client Needs categories and subcategories listed 
below, clinical judgment processes are explicitly measured by 18 case study items (i.e., three item sets) and 
approximately 10% stand-alone items, which will be selected depending on exam length. 

Client Needs
Percentage of Items from Each 

Category/Subcategory

Safe and Effective Care Environment

	�‚ Coordinated Care

	�‚
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�_�:�Ä���:�Ý�Ä�;�����Ò�������ú�&�Ä�ú�&

The activity statements used in the 2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination 
to Practice���¦�V���y���V�•���V�T�V�V�§�������Ä�Ò�§�·�Ä���Ä�§�·�Ù�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���Ä�Ý�Ó�Ù�&���·���ú�&�Ä�ú�&���·�§�&�Ä�Ó�����Ý�Ä�����§�ú�½���§���Ä���Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�Ä�½���&�Ù�����,�Ó�Ù���,�&���&�Ù�Ä��
�&�Ä���&�����ò�§�ú���¶�A���§�ú���§���&�Ä���Ý���ï���¦�•�§�š���V���y���V�����Ä���Ò�����ù�����§�ú���§�ú�§�ò�A���Ý�������Ò���&�Ù�����Ä���§�·�&�Ý�:�Ý�&�Ý�Ä�����,���Ä�½���Ò���Ä���,�Ä�ú�&�ò�A���§�ú�½���Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�Ä�½���§����
important by entry-level nurses to ensure client safety. This is called a practice analysis; it provides data to 
support the NCLEX as a reliable, valid measure of competent, entry-level licensed practical/vocational nurse 
(LPN/VN) practice. The practice analysis is conducted every three years.

�;�ú���§�½�½�Ý�&�Ý���ú���&�����&�Ù�Ä�������§�·�&�Ý�·�Ä���§�ú�§�ò�A���Ý���•���V���y���V���·���ú�½�,�·�&�����§���ï�ú���;�ò�Ä�½�Ó�Ä�•�����ï�Ý�ò�ò�����§�ú�½���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�Ý�Ä�����¦�K�y���§�����,���:�Ä�A�š���•�Ù�Ä��
primary purpose of this study is to identify the knowledge needed by newly licensed LPN/VNs in order to 
provide safe and effective care. Findings from both the 2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the  
NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice (NCSBN, 2022) and the 2021 LPN/VN Nursing Knowledge Survey 
(NCSBN, 2022) can be found at �;�;�;�š�ú�·���¶�ú�š�����Ó� �U�V�W�Y�š�Ù�&�ù. Both documents are used in the development of 
the NCLEX-PN Test Plan as well as to inform item development.

All task statements in the 2023 NCLEX-PN® Test Plan require the nurse to apply the fundamental principles  
of clinical decision-making and critical thinking to nursing practice. The test plan also makes the assumption 

http://www.ncsbn.org/1235.htm
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�y�§�Ò�Ä���§�ú�½���"�Ò�Ò�Ä�·�&�Ý�:�Ä�����§���Ä���"�ú�:�Ý�����ú�ù�Ä�ú�&��

The LPN/VN provides nursing care that contributes to the enhancement of the health care delivery setting 
and protects clients and health care personnel.

Coordinated Care

	�‚ The LPN/VN collaborates with health care team members to facilitate effective client care.

Coordinated Care
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Provide information about advance directives

	�‚ Advocate for client rights and needs

	�‚ Promote client self-advocacy

	�‚ Assign client care and/or related tasks (e.g., assistive personnel, LPN/VN)

	�‚ Involve client in care decision making

	�‚ Contribute to the development of and/or update the client plan of care

	�‚ Participate as a member of an interdisciplinary team

	�‚ �r�Ä�·���Ó�ú�Ý�G�Ä���§�ú�½�����Ä�������&�����&�§�Ò�Ò���·���ú�M�Ý�·�&

	�‚ Participate in staff education (e.g., inservices, continued competency)

	�‚ Use data from various credible sources in making clinical decisions

	�‚ Monitor activities of assistive personnel

	�‚ �U�§�Ý�ú�&�§�Ý�ú���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A

	�‚ Provide for privacy needs

	�‚ Follow up with client after discharge

	�‚ Participate in client discharge or transfer

	�‚ Provide and receive report

	�‚ Organize and prioritize care based on client needs

	�‚ Practice in a manner consistent with code of ethics for nurses

	�‚ Participate in client consent process

	�‚ Use information technology in client care

	�‚ Verify and process health care provider orders

	�‚ Recognize self-limitations of task/assignments and seek assistance when needed

	�‚ Respond to the unsafe practice of a health care provider (e.g., intervene, report)

	�‚ �0���ò�ò���;�����Ä�Ó�,�ò�§�&�Ý���ú� �����ò�Ý�·�A���Ò���������Ä�������&�Ý�ú�Ó�������Ä�·�Ý�L�·���Ý�����,�Ä�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���§�¶�,���Ä�•���ú�Ä�Ó�ò�Ä�·�&�•���Ó�,�ú���Ù���&���;���,�ú�½�•��
communicable disease)

	�‚ Provide care within the legal scope of practice

	�‚ Participate in quality improvement (QI) activity (e.g., collecting data, serving on QI committee)

	�‚ Apply evidence-based practice when providing care

	�‚ Participate in client data collection 

	�‚ Participate in client referral process 

	�‚ Participate in providing cost effective care
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Safety and Infection Control

	�‚ The LPN/VN contributes to the protection of clients and health care personnel from health and 
environmental hazards. 

Safety and Infection Control
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Identify client allergies and intervene as appropriate

	�‚ Verify the identity of client

	�‚ Assist in and/or reinforce education to client about safety precautions

	�‚ Use transfer assistive devices (e.g., gait/transfer belt, slide board,  
mechanical lift)

	�‚ �"�:�§�ò�,�§�&�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���§�������������Ý�§�&�Ä�ú�Ä���������Ò���Ù�Ä�§�ò�&�Ù���·�§���Ä���������:�Ý�½�Ä��� �́��������½�Ä�����Ò�������·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&

	�‚ Participate in preparation for internal and external disasters  
�¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���L���Ä�•���ú�§�&�,���§�ò���½�Ý���§���&�Ä���§

	�‚ Use safe client handling techniques (e.g., body mechanics)

	�‚ Identify and address unsafe conditions in health care and home environments

	�‚ Follow protocol for timed client monitoring (e.g., safety checks)

	�‚ Implement least restrictive restraints or seclusion

	�‚ Acknowledge and document practice error (e.g., incident report)

	�‚ Assure availability and safe functioning of client care equipment 

	�‚ �;�ú�Ý�&�Ý�§�&�Ä���§�ú�½�����§���&�Ý�·�Ý���§�&�Ä���Ý�ú�����Ä�·�,���Ý�&�A���§�ò�Ä���&���¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���Ý�ú�Ò�§�ú�&���§�¶�½�,�·�&�Ý���ú�•���M�Ý�Ó�Ù�&�����Ý���ï�§

	�‚ Apply principles of infection control (e.g., PPE, aseptic technique, isolation,  
standard precautions)
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Psychosocial Integrity

The LPN/VN provides care that assists with promotion and support of the emotional, mental  
and social well-being of clients.

    

Psychosocial Integrity
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  
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Physiological Integrity

The LPN/VN assists in the promotion of physical health and well-being by providing care and comfort, 
reducing risk potential for clients and assisting them with the management of health alterations.

Basic Care and Comfort

	�‚ The LPN/VN provides comfort to clients and assistance in the performance of activities of daily living.

 

Basic Care and Comfort
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Provide care to client with bowel or bladder management protocol

	�‚ Perform irrigation (e.g., urinary catheter, bladder, wound, ear, nose, eye)

	�‚ Provide for mobility needs (e.g., ambulation, range of motion, transfer, 
repositioning, use of adaptive equipment)

	�‚ Use measures to maintain or improve client skin integrity

	�‚ Provide care to an immobilized client based on need

	�‚ Assist in the care and comfort for a client with a visual and/or hearing impairment

	�‚ Promote alternative/complementary therapy in providing client care  
(e.g., music therapy, pet therapy)

	�‚ Provide non-pharmacological measures for pain relief (e.g., imagery, massage, 
repositioning)

	�‚ Evaluate pain using standardized rating scales

	�‚ Provide feeding for client with enteral tubes

	�‚ Monitor and provide for nutritional needs of client 

	�‚ �U���ú�Ý�&�������·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���Ý�ú�&�§�ï�Ä� ���,�&���,�&�¶

	�‚ Assist with activities of daily living

	�‚ Provide site care for client with enteral tubes 

	�‚ Assist in providing postmortem care

	�‚ Provide measures to promote sleep and rest
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Pharmacological Therapies

	�‚ The LPN/VN provides care related to the administration of medications and monitors clients who are 
receiving parenteral therapies.

Pharmacological Therapies
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Perform calculations needed for medication administration

	�‚ Reinforce education to client regarding medications

	�‚ Evaluate client response to medication (e.g., adverse reactions, interactions, 
therapeutic effects, critical laboratory values)

	�‚ Follow the rights of medication administration

	�‚ Maintain medication safety practices (e.g., storage, checking for expiration dates, 
compatibility)

	�‚ Reconcile and maintain medication list or medication administration record  
(e.g., prescribed medications, herbal supplements, over-the-counter  
medications)

	�‚ Collect required data prior to medication administration (e.g., contraindications, 
current medications)

	�‚ Administer medication by oral route

	�‚ Administer intravenous piggyback (secondary) medications

	�‚ Administer medication by various gastrointestinal tubes

	�‚ Administer a subcutaneous, intradermal or intramuscular medication

	�‚ Administer medication by ear, eye, nose, inhalation, rectum, vagina or skin route

	�‚ Count controlled substances and report discrepancies

	�‚ ���§�ò�·�,�ò�§�&�Ä���§�ú�½���ù���ú�Ý�&�������Ý�ú�&���§�:�Ä�ú���,�����¦�;�•�§���M���;�����§�&�Ä

	�‚ Monitor transfusion of blood product

	�‚ Maintain pain control devices (e.g., epidural, patient-controlled analgesia, 
peripheral nerve catheter)
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Reduction of Risk Potential
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Physiological Adaptation

	�‚ The LPN/VN participates in providing care for clients with acute, chronic or life-threatening  
physical health conditions.

  

Physiological Adaptation
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Recognize and report basic abnormalities on a client cardiac monitor strip

	�‚ Provide care for client drainage device (e.g., wound drain, chest tube)

	�‚ Provide cooling/warming measures to restore normal body temperature

	�‚ Provide care for a client with a tracheostomy

	�‚ Provide care to client with an ostomy (e.g., colostomy, ileostomy, urostomy)

	�‚ Provide care to client on ventilator

	�‚ Provide care for a client receiving peritoneal dialysis or hemodialysis

	�‚ Perform wound care and/or dressing change

	�‚ Assist in the care of a client with a pacing device

	�‚ Remove wound sutures or staples

	�‚ Assist with client wound drainage device removal

	�‚ Intervene to improve client respiratory status (e.g., breathing treatment, 
suctioning, repositioning)

	�‚ Reinforce education to client regarding care and condition

	�‚ Identify signs and symptoms related to acute or chronic illness

	�‚
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III.  Administration of the NCLEX-PN® 

The NCLEX-PN® is administered to candidates by computerized adaptive testing (CAT). CAT is a method of 
�½�Ä�ò�Ý�:�Ä���Ý�ú�Ó���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú�����&�Ù�§�&���,���Ä�����·���ù���,�&�Ä�����&�Ä�·�Ù�ú���ò���Ó�A���§�ú�½���ù�Ä�§���,���Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&���&�Ù�Ä�����A�š���–�Ý�&�Ù�������•�•���Ä�§�·�Ù���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́���
examination is unique because it is assembled interactively as the examination proceeds. Computer 
�&�Ä�·�Ù�ú���ò���Ó�A�����Ä�ò�Ä�·�&�����Ý�&�Ä�ù�����&�Ù�§�&���ù�§�&�·�Ù���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�š���•�Ù�Ä���Ý�&�Ä�ù���•���;�Ù�Ý�·�Ù���§���Ä�����&�����Ä�½���Ý�ú���§���ò�§���Ó�Ä���Ý�&�Ä�ù���������ò�•��
�Ù�§�:�Ä���¶�Ä�Ä�ú���·�ò�§�����Ý�L�Ä�½���¶�A���&�Ä���&�����ò�§�ú���·�§�&�Ä�Ó�����A���§�ú�½���ò�Ä�:�Ä�ò�����Ò���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�A���§�����;�Ä�ò�ò���§�����·�ò�Ý�ú�Ý�·�§�ò���ì�,�½�Ó�ù�Ä�ú�&�����&�Ä�����š�����Ò�&�Ä����
�&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���§�ú���;�Ä�������§�ú���Ý�&�Ä�ù�•���&�Ù�Ä���·���ù���,�&�Ä�����·�§�ò�·�,�ò�§�&�Ä�����§�ú���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä���¶�§���Ä�½�����ú���§�ò�ò�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́���
previous answers. The next item administered is chosen based on that abilc>gy stinmaerans is cselecerd focm
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Once the passing standard is set, it is applied uniformly to every examination according to the procedures laid 
out in the Scoring the NCLEX section. To pass the NCLEX, a candidate must perform at or above the passing 
���&�§�ú�½�§���½�š���•�Ù�Ä���Ä���Ý�����ú�����L�@�Ä�½�����Ä���·�Ä�ú�&�§�Ó�Ä�����Ò���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä�����&�Ù�§�&�����§�������������Ò�§�Ý�ò���Ä�§�·�Ù���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú�š

Similar Items

Occasionally, a candidate may receive an item that seems to be very similar to an item received earlier in 
the examination. This may happen for a variety of reasons. Items may contain content pertaining to similar 
symptoms, diseases or disorders, yet address different phases of the nursing process. Alternatively, a pretest 
(unscored) item may contain content similar to an operational (scored) item. Candidates should not assume 
they received a second item similar in content to a previously administered item because the candidate 
�§�ú���;�Ä���Ä�½���&�Ù�Ä���L�����&���Ý�&�Ä�ù���Ý�ú�·�������Ä�·�&�ò�A�š���•�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���Ý�����Ý�ú���&���,�·�&�Ä�½���&�����§�ò�;�§�A�������Ä�ò�Ä�·�&���&�Ù�Ä���§�ú���;�Ä�����¶�Ä�ò�Ý�Ä�:�Ä�½���&�����¶�Ä��
correct for each item administered.

�r�Ä�:�Ý�Ä�;�Ý�ú�Ó�����ú���;�Ä�������§�ú�½���1�,�Ä�����Ý�ú�Ó

Examination items are presented to the candidate one at a time on a computer screen. There is no time limit 
for a candidate to spend on each individual item. Once an answer to an item is selected, the candidate is able 
�&�����·���ú���Ý�½�Ä�����&�Ù�Ä���§�ú���;�Ä�����§�ú�½���·�Ù�§�ú�Ó�Ä���Ý�&�•���Ý�Ò���ú�Ä�·�Ä�����§���A�š���7���;�Ä�:�Ä���•�����ú�·�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���·���ú�L���ù�����&�Ù�Ä���§�ú���;�Ä�����§�ú�½��
proceeds to the next item by pressing the <NEXT> button, the candidate will no longer be able to return to 
a previous item. Every item must be answered even if the candidate is not sure of the correct answer. If the 
candidate is unsure of the correct answer, the candidate should consider all response options and provide 
their best answer in order to proceed to the next item. The computer will not allow the candidate to proceed 
to the next item without answering the current item on the screen. The best advice is to maintain a reasonable 
pace (one item every minute or two) and carefully read and consider each item before answering. 

Scoring the NCLEX®

�����ù���,�&�Ä���Ý�G�Ä�½�����½�§���&�Ý�:�Ä���•�Ä���&�Ý�ú�Ó��

�•�Ù�Ä���V���M�"�›���Ý�����½�Ý�Ò�Ò�Ä���Ä�ú�&���Ò�����ù���§���&���§�½�Ý�&�Ý���ú�§�ò���L�@�Ä�½�ª�ò�Ä�ú�Ó�&�Ù���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú�•���;�Ù�Ý�·�Ù���§�½�ù�Ý�ú�Ý���&�Ä�������&�Ù�Ä�����§�ù�Ä���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����&����
�Ä�:�Ä���A���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä�š���0�Ý�@�Ä�½�ª�ò�Ä�ú�Ó�&�Ù���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú�����Ä�ú���,���Ä���&�Ù�§�&���&�Ù�Ä���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�A�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú���Ý�����·���ú���&�§�ú�&���Ò�������Ä�:�Ä���A��
�·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä�Ÿ���&�Ù�Ä���Ä�Ò�����Ä�•���&�Ù�Ä�����Ä���·�Ä�ú�&�§�Ó�Ä���·�������Ä�·�&���Ý�����&�Ù�Ä���Ý�ú�½�Ý�·�§�&���������Ò���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�š���•�Ù�Ý�����§���������§�·�Ù�����Ä���,�Ý���Ä����
high-ability candidates to answer all easy items on the examination and low-ability candidates to guess on 
�½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&���Ý�&�Ä�ù���š���•�Ù�Ý�����ù�Ä�&�Ù���½���������:�Ý�½�Ä�����ò�Ä�������§�·�·�,���§�&�Ä���Ý�ú�Ò�����ù�§�&�Ý���ú���§�¶���,�&���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����&���,�Ä���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�š��

�•�Ù�Ä���V���M�"�›���,���Ä���������•���&�����§�½�ù�Ý�ú�Ý���&�Ä�����Ý�&�Ä�ù���š�������•���Ý�����§�¶�ò�Ä���&�����������½�,�·�Ä�����Ä���,�ò�&�����&�Ù�§�&���§���Ä���ù�����Ä�������Ä�·�Ý���Ä���§�ú�½���Ä�Ò�L�·�Ý�Ä�ú�&�•��
�,���Ý�ú�Ó���Ò�Ä�;�Ä�����Ý�&�Ä�ù�����¶�A���&�§���Ó�Ä�&�Ý�ú�Ó���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����&�����&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�š���•�Ù�Ä���·���ù���,�&�Ä�����¦�Ý�š�Ä�š�•�������•�����·�����Ý�ú�Ó���§�ò�Ó�����Ý�&�Ù�ù�§��
estimates the ability of the candidate in relation to the passing standard. Every time the candidate answers 
�§�ú���Ý�&�Ä�ù�•���&�Ù�Ä���·���ù���,�&�Ä�������Ä�ª�Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä�����&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�š���–�Ý�&�Ù���Ä�§�·�Ù���§�½�½�Ý�&�Ý���ú�§�ò���§�ú���;�Ä���Ä�½���Ý�&�Ä�ù�•���&�Ù�Ä���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A��
estimate becomes more precise.

Each item that the candidate receives is selected from a large pool of items using three criteria.

1. 	 The item is limited to the content area that will produce the best match to the test plan percentages. 
�����•���Ä�ú���,���Ä�����&�Ù�§�&���Ä�§�·�Ù���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����Ä�@�§�ù���·���ú�&�§�Ý�ú�����Ä�ú���,�Ó�Ù���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����Ò�����ù���Ä�§�·�Ù���·���ú�&�Ä�ú�&���§���Ä�§���&�����ù�§�&�·�Ù��
the required test plan percentages. Regarding clinical judgment items, three case study sets and 
approximately 10% stand-alone items will be selected depending on the exam length.

�V�š��	���ú���Ý�&�Ä�ù���Ý�������Ä�ò�Ä�·�&�Ä�½���&�Ù�§�&���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���Ý�����Ä�@���Ä�·�&�Ä�½���&�����L�ú�½���·�Ù�§�ò�ò�Ä�ú�Ó�Ý�ú�Ó�š���•�Ù�Ä���·���ù���,�&�Ä�����Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä�����&�Ù�Ä��
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���Ù���,�ò�½���ú���&���¶�Ä���&�������Ä�§���A���������&�������½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&���§�ú�½���&�Ù�Ä���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú���·�§�ú�����¶�&�§�Ý�ú���ù�§�@�Ý�ù�,�ù���Ý�ú�Ò�����ù�§�&�Ý���ú���§�¶���,�&���&�Ù�Ä��
�·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ò�����ù���&�Ù�Ä���Ý�&�Ä�ù�š��

3. 	 Items are excluded that a repeat candidate has seen in the current item pool.

For more information on CAT, visit NCLEX.com. 

Pretest Items	

�0�����������•���&�����Ò�,�ú�·�&�Ý���ú�����������Ä���ò�A�•���&�Ù�Ä���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�A�����Ò���Ä�§�·�Ù���Ý�&�Ä�ù���ù�,���&���¶�Ä���ï�ú���;�ú���Ý�ú���§�½�:�§�ú�·�Ä�š���•�Ù�Ä���½�Ä�Ó���Ä�Ä�����Ò���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�A��
is determined by administering the items as pretest items to a large sample of NCLEX candidates. Since 
�&�Ù�Ä���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�A�����Ò�������Ä�&�Ä���&���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����Ý�����,�ú�ï�ú���;�ú���Ý�ú���§�½�:�§�ú�·�Ä�•���&�Ù�Ä���Ä���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����§���Ä���ú���&���Ý�ú�·�ò�,�½�Ä�½���;�Ù�Ä�ú���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ý�ú�Ó���&�Ù�Ä��
�·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���§�ú�½�����,�¶���Ä���,�Ä�ú�&�ò�A���ù�§�ï�Ý�ú�Ó�����§�����ª�Ò�§�Ý�ò���½�Ä�·�Ý���Ý���ú���š���–�Ù�Ä�ú���Ä�ú���,�Ó�Ù�����Ä�������ú���Ä�����§���Ä���·���ò�ò�Ä�·�&�Ä�½�•��
the pretest items are statistically analyzed and calibrated. If the pretest items meet the NCLEX statistical 
���&�§�ú�½�§���½���•���&�Ù�Ä�A���·�§�ú���¶�Ä���§�½�ù�Ý�ú�Ý���&�Ä���Ä�½�����ú���Ò�,�&�,���Ä���Ä�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú�����§���������Ä���§�&�Ý���ú�§�ò���Ý�&�Ä�ù���š���•�Ù�Ä���Ä���§���Ä���U�Y�������Ä�&�Ä���&���Ý�&�Ä�ù����
on every NCLEX-PN. Pretest items appear identical to operational items; therefore, it is recommended that 
candidates give their best effort for every item.

Passing and Failing

The decision as to whether a candidate passes or fails the NCLEX is governed by three scenarios.

�y�·�Ä�ú�§���Ý�����™�U�”���•�Ù�Ä���]�Y�Ö�������ú�L�½�Ä�ú�·�Ä���;�ú�&�Ä���:�§�ò���r�,�ò�Ä

This scenario is the most common for NCLEX candidates. The computer will stop administering items when  
�Ý�&���Ý�����]�Y�Ö���·�Ä���&�§�Ý�ú���&�Ù�§�&���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä� �́����§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ý�����Ä�Ý�&�Ù�Ä�����·�ò�Ä�§���ò�A���§�¶���:�Ä���������·�ò�Ä�§���ò�A���¶�Ä�ò���;���&�Ù�Ä�����§�����Ý�ú�Ó�����&�§�ú�½�§���½�š��

Scenario #2: Maximum-Length Exam

�y���ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���´���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���ò�Ä�:�Ä�ò�����;�Ý�ò�ò���¶�Ä���:�Ä���A���·�ò�����Ä���&�����&�Ù�Ä�����§�����Ý�ú�Ó�����&�§�ú�½�§���½�š���–�Ù�Ä�ú���&�Ù�Ý�����Ý�����&�Ù�Ä���·�§���Ä�•���&�Ù�Ä���·���ù���,�&�Ä����
continues to administer items until the maximum number of items is reached. At this point, the computer 
�½�Ý�����Ä�Ó�§���½�����&�Ù�Ä���]�Y�Ö���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�·�Ä���Ý�ú�&�Ä���:�§�ò�����,�ò�Ä���§�ú�½���·���ú���Ý�½�Ä���������ú�ò�A���&�Ù�Ä���L�ú�§�ò���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä�š��

	�‚ �;�Ò���&�Ù�Ä���L�ú�§�ò���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä���Ý�����§�&���������§�¶���:�Ä���&�Ù�Ä�����§�����Ý�ú�Ó�����&�§�ú�½�§���½�•���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä�����§�����Ä���š��

	�‚ �;�Ò���&�Ù�Ä���L�ú�§�ò���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä���Ý�����¶�Ä�ò���;���&�Ù�Ä�����§�����Ý�ú�Ó�����&�§�ú�½�§���½�•���&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���Ò�§�Ý�ò���š��

Scenario #3: Run-Out-of-Time Rule (R.O.O.T.)

If a candidate runs out of time before reaching the maximum number of items and the computer has not 
�½�Ä�&�Ä���ù�Ý�ú�Ä�½���;�Ý�&�Ù���]�Y�Ö���·�Ä���&�§�Ý�ú�&�A���;�Ù�Ä�&�Ù�Ä�����&�Ù�Ä���·�§�ú�½�Ý�½�§�&�Ä���Ù�§�������§�����Ä�½���������Ò�§�Ý�ò�Ä�½�•���§�ò�&�Ä���ú�§�&�Ä���·���Ý�&�Ä���Ý�§���§���Ä���,���Ä�½�š��

	�‚ If the candidate has not answered the minimum number of required items, the candidate  
automatically fails. 

	�‚ �;�Ò���§�&���ò�Ä�§���&���&�Ù�Ä���ù�Ý�ú�Ý�ù�,�ù���ú�,�ù�¶�Ä�������Ò�����Ä���,�Ý���Ä�½���Ý�&�Ä�ù�����;�Ä���Ä���§�ú���;�Ä���Ä�½�•���&�Ù�Ä�ú���&�Ù�Ä���L�ú�§�ò���§�¶�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���Ä���&�Ý�ù�§�&�Ä���;�Ý�ò�ò��
be based on all responses given before the exam time expired. If the score is at or above the passing 
standard, the candidate will pass; otherwise, the candidate will fail. 

Scoring Items
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Types of Items on the NCLEX-PN®

Candidates may be administered stand-alone items and case studies as well as items written in alternate 
formats. All item types may include multimedia, such as charts, tables and graphics. All items undergo an 
extensive review process before being used as items on the examination.

NCLEX® Terminology

Client:���;�ú�½�Ý�:�Ý�½�,�§�ò�•���Ò�§�ù�Ý�ò�A���������Ó�����,���•���;�Ù�Ý�·�Ù���Ý�ú�·�ò�,�½�Ä�������Ý�Ó�ú�Ý�L�·�§�ú�&�����&�Ù�Ä�������§�ú�½���������,�ò�§�&�Ý���ú�š

Order: Intervention, remedy or treatment as directed by an authorized primary health care provider.

Prescription:���;�ú�&�Ä���:�Ä�ú�&�Ý���ú���§�����Ý�&�����Ä�ò�§�&�Ä�����&�����ù�Ä�½�Ý�·�§�&�Ý���ú�������Ä�·�Ý�L�·�§�ò�ò�A���§�����½�Ý���Ä�·�&�Ä�½���¶�A���§�ú���§�,�&�Ù�����Ý�G�Ä�½�������Ý�ù�§���A���Ù�Ä�§�ò�&�Ù��
care provider.

Primary Health Care Provider: Members of the health care team who are licensed and authorized to 
�Ò�����ù�,�ò�§�&�Ä�������Ä���·���Ý���&�Ý���ú�����§�ú�½�������½�Ä���������ú���¶�Ä�Ù�§�ò�Ò�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�•���§�����;�Ä�ò�ò���§�������Ä�·�Ä�Ý�:�Ä���ú���&�Ý�L�·�§�&�Ý���ú�������Ò���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�����&�§�&�,���•���§���Ä��
referred as primary health care provider, medical physician (or other specialty, e.g., surgeon, nephrologist) or 
an advanced practice nurse.

Unlicensed Assistive Personnel (UAP): Any unlicensed personnel trained to function in a supportive role, 
regardless of title, to whom a nursing responsibility may be delegated. 

Please note: Order and Prescription terminology has been updated for the 2023 Test Plan. 

�"�@�§�ù�Ý�ú�§�&�Ý���ú���y�Ä�·�,���Ý�&�A���§�ú�½�������ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A��

Any candidate who violates test center regulations or rules or engages in irregular behavior, misconduct 
�§�ú�½� �������½���Ä�����ú���&���Ò���ò�ò���;���§���&�Ä���&���·�Ä�ú�&�Ä�����§�½�ù�Ý�ú�Ý���&���§�&����� �́����;�§���ú�Ý�ú�Ó���&�����½�Ý���·���ú�&�Ý�ú�,�Ä���Ý�ú�§�������������Ý�§�&�Ä���¶�Ä�Ù�§�:�Ý�������ù�§�A��
be dismissed from the test center. Additionally, examination results may be withheld or canceled and 
the licensing board may take other disciplinary action such as denial of a license and/or disqualifying the 
candidate from future registrations for licensure. Refer to the current candidate bulletin at 

https://nclex.com/prepare.htm
https://nclex.com/index.htm
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Appendix A

https://nclex.com/index.htm
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Related content includes but is not limited to:

���½�:�§�ú�·�Ä�����Ý���Ä�·�&�Ý�:�Ä��

	�‚ Provide information about advance directives*

	�‚ Review client understanding of advance directives (e.g., living will, health care proxy, durable power  
of attorney for health care [DPAHC])

	�‚ Verify client advance directives status

���½�:���·�§�·�A

	�‚ Advocate for client rights and needs*

	�‚ ���Ý���·�,�������Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�Ä�½���&���Ä�§�&�ù�Ä�ú�&�������&�Ý���ú�����;�Ý�&�Ù���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���§�ú�½�����Ä�����Ä�·�&���&�Ù�Ä���½�Ä�·�Ý���Ý���ú�����ù�§�½�Ä

	�‚ Promote client self-advocacy*

	�‚ Use interpreters to assist in achieving client understanding

Assignments/Delegation

	�‚ Assign client care and/or related tasks (e.g., assistive personnel, LPN/VN)*

	�‚ Compare needs of client to knowledge, skills and abilities of assistive personnel prior to making  
client care assignments

	�‚ Organize information for client assignments

	�‚ Provide information to supervisor when client care assignments need to be changed             
(e.g., change in client status)

Client Rights

	�‚ �;�ú�Ò�����ù���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�����Ò���Ý�ú�½�Ý�:�Ý�½�,�§�ò�����Ý�Ó�Ù�&�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A�•���Ý�ú�Ò�����ù�Ä�½���·���ú���Ä�ú�&�§

	�‚ Involve client in care decision making*

	�‚ Intervene if client rights are violated

	�‚ Recognize client right to refuse treatment/procedure

�����ò�ò�§�¶�����§�&�Ý���ú���;�Ý�&�Ù���;�ú�&�Ä���½�Ý���·�Ý���ò�Ý�ú�§���A���•�Ä�§�ù

	�‚ Identify roles/responsibilities of health care team members

	�‚ Identify need for nursing or interdisciplinary client care conference

	�‚ Contribute to the development of and/or update the client plan of care*

	�‚ Contribute to planning interdisciplinary client care conferences

	�‚ Participate as a member of an interdisciplinary team*

�����ú�·�Ä���&�������Ò���U�§�ú�§�Ó�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&���§�ú�½���y�,���Ä���:�Ý���Ý���ú

	�‚ �r�Ä�·���Ó�ú�Ý�G�Ä���§�ú�½�����Ä�������&�����&�§�Ò�Ò���·���ú�M�Ý�·�&�•

	�‚ Verify abilities of staff members to perform assigned tasks (e.g., job description, scope of practice, 
training, experience)

	�‚ Provide input for performance evaluation of other staff
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Participate in staff education (e.g., inservices, continued competency)*

	�‚ Use data from various credible sources in making clinical decisions*

	�‚ Serve as resource person to other staff

	�‚ Monitor activities of assistive personnel*

�����ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A� �;�ú�Ò�����ù�§�&�Ý���ú���y�Ä�·�,���Ý�&�A

	�‚ �;�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�Ò�A�����&�§�Ò�Ò���§�·�&�Ý���ú�����&�Ù�§�&���Ý�ù���§�·�&���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A���§�ú�½���Ý�ú�&�Ä���:�Ä�ú�Ä���§�����ú�Ä�Ä�½�Ä�½�� 
�¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���§�·�·�Ä�������&�����ù�Ä�½�Ý�·�§�ò�����Ä�·�����½���•���½�Ý���·�,�����Ý���ú�����§�&���ú�,�����Ä���´�����&�§�&�Ý���ú�•���·�Ù�§�ú�Ó�Ä�ª���Ò�ª���Ù�Ý�Ò�&�����Ä�������&���§

	�‚ �r�Ä�·���Ó�ú�Ý�G�Ä�����&�§�Ò�Ò���ù�Ä�ù�¶�Ä�����§�ú�½���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���,�ú�½�Ä�����&�§�ú�½�Ý�ú�Ó�����Ò���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A�����Ä���,�Ý���Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&��

	�‚ Apply knowledge of facility regulations when accessing client records

	�‚ �U�§�Ý�ú�&�§�Ý�ú���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���·���ú�L�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò�Ý�&�A�•

	�‚ Provide for privacy needs*

Continuity of Care

	�‚ Follow up with client after discharge*

	�‚ Participate in client discharge or transfer* 

	�‚ Provide follow-up for unresolved client care issues

	�‚ Provide and receive report*

	�‚ Record client information (e.g., medical record, referral/transfer form)

	�‚ Use agency guidelines to guide client care (e.g., clinical pathways, care maps, care plans)

Establishing Priorities

	�‚ Organize and prioritize care based on client needs*

	�‚ Participate in planning client care based upon client needs (e.g., diagnosis, abilities,  
prescribed treatment) 

	�‚ Use effective time management skills

Ethical Practice

	�‚ Identify ethical issues affecting staff or client

	�‚ Inform client of ethical issues affecting client care

	�‚ Intervene to promote ethical practice

	�‚ Practice in a manner consistent with code of ethics for nurses*

	�‚ Review client and staff member knowledge of ethical issues affecting client care

Informed Consent

	�‚ Identify appropriate person to provide informed consent for client (e.g., client, parent, legal guardian)

	�‚ Participate in client consent process*

	�‚ Describe informed consent requirements (e.g., purpose for procedure, risks of procedure)
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Recognize that informed consent was obtained (e.g., completed consent form, client  
understanding of procedure)

Information Technology

	�‚ Use information technology in client care*

	�‚ Access data for client or staff through online databases and journals

	�‚ Enter computer documentation accurately, completely and in a timely manner

Legal Responsibilities

	�‚ Identify legal issues affecting staff and client (e.g., refusing treatment)

	�‚ Verify and process health care provider orders*

	�‚ Recognize self-limitations of task/assignments and seek assistance when needed*

	�‚ Respond to the unsafe practice of a health care provider (e.g., intervene, report)*

	�‚ �0���ò�ò���;�����Ä�Ó�,�ò�§�&�Ý���ú� �����ò�Ý�·�A���Ò���������Ä�������&�Ý�ú�Ó�������Ä�·�Ý�L�·���Ý�����,�Ä�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���§�¶�,���Ä�•���ú�Ä�Ó�ò�Ä�·�&�•���Ó�,�ú���Ù���&���;���,�ú�½�•�� 
communicable disease)* 

	�‚ Document client care 

	�‚ Provide care within the legal scope of practice*

�o�Ä���Ò�����ù�§�ú�·�Ä���;�ù�������:�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&���¦�q�,�§�ò�Ý�&�A���;�ù�������:�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&�§

	�‚ Identify impact of performance improvement/quality improvement activities on client care outcomes

	�‚ Participate in quality improvement (QI) activity (e.g., collecting data, serving on QI committee)*

	�‚ Document performance improvement/quality improvement activities  

	�‚ �r�Ä�������&���Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�Ä�½�����Ä���Ò�����ù�§�ú�·�Ä���Ý�ù�������:�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&� ���,�§�ò�Ý�&�A���Ý�ù�������:�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&���·���ú�·�Ä���ú�����&�����§�������������Ý�§�&�Ä�����Ä�������ú�ú�Ä�ò��
(e.g., nurse manager, risk manager)

	�‚ Apply evidence-based practice when providing care*

Referral Process

	�‚ Recognize need for client referral for actual or potential problem (e.g., physical therapy, speech therapy)

	�‚ Use appropriate documents to contribute information needed for client referral (e.g., medical record, 
referral form)

	�‚ Participate in client data collection*

	�‚ Participate in client referral process*

Resource Management

	�‚ Recognize client need for materials and equipment (e.g., oxygen, suction machine, wound care supplies)

	�‚ Review effective use of client care materials by assistive personnel (e.g., supplies)

	�‚ Participate in providing cost effective care*
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

The nurse in a long-term care facility is making client care assignments 
for unlicensed assistive personnel (UAP). Which of the following 
statements by the nurse would provide the UAP with the best directions 
about the assignment?

�U�š	�±�"�ú�·���,���§�Ó�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���&�����Ý�ú�·���Ä�§���Ä���½�§�Ý�ò�A���M�,�Ý�½���Ý�ú�&�§�ï�Ä�š�²

�V�š	�±���ù�¶�,�ò�§�&�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���V�T���Ò�&���¦�Z�š�[���ù�§���Ä�:�Ä���A���X���Ù���,�������¶�Ä�Ó�Ý�ú�ú�Ý�ú�Ó���§�&��
�T�]�T�T�š�²��(key)

3.	  “Assist the client to perform passive range-of-motion (ROM) 
�Ä�@�Ä���·�Ý���Ä���š�²

4.	 “Reinforce physical therapy instructions about the proper use  
���Ò���§���;�§�ò�ï�Ä���š�²��

Sample Item

(Key) is used throughout this document to denote the correct answer(s) for the exam item.

 
Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 
and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Safety and Infection Control

	�‚ The LPN/VN contributes to the protection of clients and health care personnel from health and 
environmental hazards. 

Safety and Infection Control
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Identify client allergies and intervene as appropriate

	�‚ Verify the identity of client

	�‚ Assist in and/or reinforce education to client about safety precautions

	�‚ Use transfer assistive devices (e.g., gait/transfer belt, slide board,  
mechanical lift)

	�‚ �"�:�§�ò�,�§�&�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���§�������������Ý�§�&�Ä�ú�Ä���������Ò���Ù�Ä�§�ò�&�Ù���·�§���Ä���������:�Ý�½�Ä��� �́��������½�Ä�����Ò�������·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&

	�‚ Participate in preparation for internal and external disasters  
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ �‡���Ä���Ò�§�·�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�·�§�&�Ý���ú���������·�Ä�½�,���Ä�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���ú�§�ù�Ä���¶�§�ú�½�•���§�ò�ò�Ä���Ó�A���¶�§�ú�½���§��

	�‚ Monitor client care environment for safety hazard and report problems to appropriate personnel

	�‚ Assist in and/or reinforce education to client about safety precautions*

	�‚ Use transfer assistive devices (e.g., gait/transfer belt, slide board, mechanical lift)*

	�‚ �r�Ä�ù���:�Ä���L���Ä���Ù�§�G�§���½�����Ò�����ù���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���·�§���Ä���§���Ä�§��

	�‚ Protect client from accident/error/injury (e.g., protect from another individual, falls,  
environmental hazards, burns)

	�‚ Provide client with appropriate method to signal staff members

	�‚ �"�:�§�ò�,�§�&�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���§�������������Ý�§�&�Ä�ú�Ä���������Ò���Ù�Ä�§�ò�&�Ù���·�§���Ä���������:�Ý�½�Ä��� �́��������½�Ä�����Ò�������·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�•

Emergency Response Plan

	�‚ Identify nursing and assistive personnel roles during internal and external disasters

	�‚



National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) | 2023

�V�Z 2023 NCLEX-PN® Test Plan

National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) | 2023

�V�Z

*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

�r�Ä�������&�Ý�ú�Ó�����Ò���;�ú�·�Ý�½�Ä�ú�&� �"�:�Ä�ú�&� �;�����Ä�Ó�,�ò�§�����_�·�·�,�����Ä�ú�·�Ä� �•�§���Ý�§�ú�·�Ä

	�‚ Identify situations requiring completion of incident/event/irregular occurrence/variance report  
(e.g., medication administration error, client fall)

	�‚ Acknowledge and document practice error (e.g., incident report)*

	�‚ Monitor client response to error/event/occurrence

Safe Use of Equipment

	�‚ Assure availability and safe functioning of client care equipment*

	�‚ Follow facility protocols/procedures for safe use of equipment

	�‚ Provide safe equipment use for client care (e.g., continuous passive motion [CPM] device,  
oxygen, mobility aids)

Security Plan

	�‚ �;�ú�Ý�&�Ý�§�&�Ä���§�ú�½�����§���&�Ý�·�Ý���§�&�Ä���Ý�ú�����Ä�·�,���Ý�&�A���§�ò�Ä���&���¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���Ý�ú�Ò�§�ú�&���§�¶�½�,�·�&�Ý���ú�•���M�Ý�Ó�Ù�&�����Ý���ï�§�•

	�‚ Use principles of triage and evacuation protocols and procedures

	�‚ Monitor effectiveness of security plan

Standard Precautions/Transmission-Based Precautions/Surgical Asepsis

	�‚ Identify communicable diseases and modes of transmission (e.g., airborne, droplet, contact)

	�‚ Identify client knowledge of infection control procedures

	�‚ Apply principles of infection control (e.g., PPE, aseptic technique, isolation, standard precautions)*

	�‚ Use appropriate supplies to maintain asepsis (e.g., gloves, mask, sterile supplies)

	�‚ Use correct techniques to apply and remove gloves, mask, gown and protective eye wear

	�‚ Use correct hand hygiene techniques

	�‚ Prevent environmental spread of infectious disease through correct use of equipment

	�‚ Protect immunocompromised client from exposure to infectious diseases/organisms

	�‚ Monitor client care area for sources of infection

	�‚ �y�Ä�&���,�����§�����&�Ä���Ý�ò�Ä���L�Ä�ò�½

	�‚ Reinforce appropriate infection control procedures with client and staff members
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

The nurse is reinforcing teaching with a client who is using a mechanical 
lift. Which of the following information should the nurse reinforce?

�U�š	�±�o�ò�§�·�Ä���A���,�����Ù�§�ú�½�������ú���&�Ù�Ä�����ò�Ý�ú�Ó�š�²

�V�š	�±�œ���,�����Ù���,�ò�½���ò�Ý�Ä���������ú�Ä�����ú���&�Ù�Ä�����ò�Ý�ú�Ó�š�²

�W�š	�±�o�ò�§�·�Ä���A���,�����§���ù�����§�·�����������A���,�����·�Ù�Ä���&�š�² (key)

�X�š	���±�œ���,���;�Ý�ò�ò���ú�Ä�Ä�½���&���������·�ï���&�����§�����&�§�ú�½�Ý�ú�Ó���������Ý�&�Ý���ú�š�²

Sample Item

Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 
and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Health Promotion and Maintenance
The LPN/VN provides nursing care for clients that incorporates the knowledge of expected stages  
of growth and development and prevention and/or early detection of health problems.

Health Promotion and Maintenance
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Provide care that meets the needs of the newborn less than 1 month old 
through the infant or toddler client through 2 years

	�‚ Provide care that meets the needs of the preschool, school age and  
�§�½���ò�Ä���·�Ä�ú�&���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���§�Ó�Ä�����W���&�Ù�����,�Ó�Ù���U�[���A�Ä�§����

	�‚
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Related content includes but is not limited to:

Aging Process

	�‚ Identify client knowledge on aging process and assist in reinforcing teaching on expected  
changes related to aging

	�‚ Provide care that meets the needs of the newborn less than 1 month old through the infant or  
toddler client through 2 years*

	�‚ Provide care that meets the needs of the preschool, school age and adolescent client ages  
�W���&�Ù�����,�Ó�Ù���U�[���A�Ä�§�����•

	�‚ �o�����:�Ý�½�Ä���·�§���Ä���&�Ù�§�&���ù�Ä�Ä�&�����&�Ù�Ä���ú�Ä�Ä�½�������Ò���&�Ù�Ä���§�½�,�ò�&���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���§�Ó�Ä�����U�\���&�Ù�����,�Ó�Ù���Z�X���A�Ä�§�����•

	�‚ �o�����:�Ý�½�Ä���·�§���Ä���&�Ù�§�&���ù�Ä�Ä�&�����&�Ù�Ä���ú�Ä�Ä�½�������Ò���&�Ù�Ä���§�½�,�ò�&���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���§�Ó�Ä�����Z�Y���§�ú�½�����:�Ä���•

���ú�&�Ä�ª� �;�ú�&���§�ª� �o�����&���§���&�,�ù���§�ú�½���V�Ä�;�¶�����ú�����§���Ä

	�‚ Identify client emotional preparedness for pregnancy (e.g., support systems, perception  
of pregnancy)

	�‚ Assist in performing client nonstress test

	�‚ Assist with care for the antepartum client* 

	�‚ Assist with monitoring a client in labor*

	�‚ Perform care of postpartum client (e.g., perineal care, assistance with infant feeding)

	�‚ Contribute to newborn plan of care

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on infant care skills (e.g., feeding, bathing, positioning)

	�‚ Monitor recovery of stable postpartum client*

	�‚ Monitor client ability to care for infant

Community Resources

	�‚ Identify community resources for clients*

	�‚ Assist and/or participate in community health education

	�‚ Reinforce teaching with client about health risks based on family, population and/or community 
characteristics

Data Collection Techniques

	�‚ Collect data for health history (e.g., client medical history, family medical history)*

	�‚ Collect baseline physical data (e.g., skin integrity, height and weight)*

	�‚ Prepare client for physical examination (e.g., reinforce explanation of procedure, provide  
privacy and comfort)

	�‚ �����·�,�ù�Ä�ú�&���L�ú�½�Ý�ú�Ó�����§�·�·�����½�Ý�ú�Ó���&�����§�Ó�Ä�ú�·�A� �Ò�§�·�Ý�ò�Ý�&�A�������ò�Ý�·�Ý�Ä��� �������·�Ä�½�,���Ä��

	�‚ Report client physical examination results to health care provider
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

���Ä�:�Ä�ò�����ù�Ä�ú�&�§�ò���y�&�§�Ó�Ä�����§�ú�½���•���§�ú���Ý�&�Ý���ú��

	�‚ Identify and report client deviations from expected growth and development

	�‚ Identify occurrence of expected body image changes

	�‚ Identify barriers to communication*

	�‚ Identify barriers to learning*

	�‚ Compare client to developmental milestones*

	�‚ Assist client with expected life transition (e.g., attachment to newborn, parenting, retirement)*

	�‚ Assist client to select age-appropriate activities

	�‚ Modify approaches to care in accordance with client development stage

	�‚ Determine client acceptance of expected body image change (e.g., aging, pregnancy, menopause)

	�‚ Determine impact of expected body image changes on client (e.g., temperament)

�7�Ä�§�ò�&�Ù���o�����ù���&�Ý���ú� ���Ý���Ä�§���Ä���o���Ä�:�Ä�ú�&�Ý���ú

	�‚ Identify risk factors for disease/illness (e.g., age, gender, lifestyle)

	�‚ Identify clients in need of immunizations*

	�‚ Identify precautions and contraindications to immunizations

	�‚ Identify client health-seeking behaviors (e.g., breast and testicular self-examinations)

	�‚ Gather data on client health history and risk for disease (e.g., lifestyle, family and genetic history)

	�‚ Check results of client health screening tests (e.g., Papanicolaou [Pap] test or smear,  
stool occult blood test)

	�‚ Provide assistance for screening examinations (e.g., scoliosis, breast and testicular self-examinations, 
blood pressure check)

	�‚ Participate in health screening or health promotion programs*

	�‚ Assist client in disease prevention activities

	�‚ Monitor client actions to maintain health and prevent disease (e.g., smoking cessation, exercise,  
diet, stress management)

	�‚ Monitor incorporation of healthy behaviors into lifestyle by client (e.g., screening examinations, 
immunizations, limiting risk-taking behaviors)

	�‚ Recognize client unexpected response to immunizations

�7�Ý�Ó�Ù�ª�r�Ý���ï�����Ä�Ù�§�:�Ý������

	�‚ Assist client to identify high-risk behaviors 

	�‚ Provide information for prevention of high risk behaviors (e.g., substance abuse, sexual practices, 
smoking cessation)*

	�‚ Monitor client lifestyle practice risks that may impact health (e.g., excessive sun exposure,  
lack of regular exercise)

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching related to client high-risk behavior (e.g., unprotected sexual relations,  
needle sharing)



https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Psychosocial Integrity

The LPN/VN provides care that assists with promotion and support of the emotional, mental  
and social well-being of clients.

    

Psychosocial Integrity
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Reinforce education to caregivers/family on ways to manage client with behavioral 
disorders

	�‚ Incorporate behavioral management techniques when caring for a client

	�‚ Participate in reminiscence therapy, validation therapy or reality orientation

	�‚ Participate in client group session

	�‚ Collect data regarding client psychosocial functioning

	�‚ Identify client use of effective and ineffective coping mechanisms

	�‚ Recognize stressors that affect client care

	�‚ Assist client to cope/adapt to stressful events and changes in health status

	�‚ �����ò�ò�Ä�·�&���½�§�&�§�����ú���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&� �́��������&�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò���Ò�������:�Ý���ò�Ä�ú�·�Ä���&�������Ä�ò�Ò���§�ú�½�����&�Ù�Ä����

	�‚ Assist in managing the care of an angry and/or agitated client  
(e.g., de-escalation techniques)

	�‚ Plan care with consideration of client spiritual, cultural beliefs and/or gender identity

	�‚ Provide end of life care and education to clients

	�‚ Explore reasons for client non-compliance with treatment plan

	�‚ Assist in the care of a client experiencing sensory/perceptual alterations

	�‚ Assist in the care of the cognitively impaired client

	�‚ Promote positive self-esteem of client

	�‚ Identify signs and symptoms of substance abuse, substance use disorder,  
withdrawal and overdose

	�‚ Provide emotional support to client

	�‚ �‡���Ä���&�Ù�Ä���§���Ä�,�&�Ý�·���·���ù�ù�,�ú�Ý�·�§�&�Ý���ú���&�Ä�·�Ù�ú�Ý���,�Ä�����;�Ý�&�Ù���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�¶

	�‚ Promote a therapeutic environment

Related content includes but is not limited to:

Abuse or Neglect

	�‚ Identify client risk factors for abusing or neglecting others

	�‚ �;�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�Ò�A�����Ý�Ó�ú�����§�ú�½�����A�ù���&���ù�������Ò�����Ù�A���Ý�·�§�ò�•�������A�·�Ù���ò���Ó�Ý�·�§�ò���������L�ú�§�ú�·�Ý�§�ò���§�¶�,���Ä���Ý�ú���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���Ò�§�ù�Ý�ò�A��
involvement, inadequate weight gain, poor hygiene)
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Recognize risk factors for domestic, child and/or elder abuse or neglect and sexual abuse

	�‚ Provide safe environment for abused or neglected client

	�‚ Provide emotional support to client who experienced abuse or neglect

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on coping strategies to prevent abuse or neglect

	�‚ Evaluate client response to interventions

���Ä�Ù�§�:�Ý�����§�ò���U�§�ú�§�Ó�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&

	�‚ Monitor client appearance, mood and psychomotor behavior and observe for changes

	�‚ Explore cause of client behavior

	�‚ �������Ý���&���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���;�Ý�&�Ù���§�·�Ù�Ý�Ä�:�Ý�ú�Ó�����Ä�ò�Ò�ª�·���ú�&�����ò�����Ò���¶�Ä�Ù�§�:�Ý�������¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���·���ú�&���§�·�&�•���¶�Ä�Ù�§�:�Ý�������ù���½�Ý�L�·�§�&�Ý���ú�§

	�‚ Assist client in using behavioral strategies to decrease anxiety

	�‚ Reinforce education to caregivers/family on ways to manage client with behavioral disorders*

	�‚ Incorporate behavioral management techniques when caring for a client*

	�‚ Participate in reminiscence therapy, validation therapy or reality orientation*

	�‚ Participate in client group session* 

	�‚ Reinforce client participation in therapy

	�‚ Use behavioral management techniques when caring for a client (e.g., positive reinforcement,  
setting limits)

	�‚ Evaluate client response to behavioral management interventions

Coping Mechanisms

	�‚ Collect data regarding client psychosocial functioning*

	�‚ Identify client support systems and available resources

	�‚ Identify client use of effective and ineffective coping mechanisms*

	�‚ Recognize stressors that affect client care*

	�‚ Recognize abilities of client to adapt to temporary/permanent role changes

	�‚ Recognize client response to illness (e.g., rationalization, hopelessness, anger)

	�‚ Provide support to the client with unexpected altered body image (e.g., alopecia)

	�‚ Use therapeutic techniques to assist client with coping ability

	�‚ Assist client to cope/adapt to stressful events and changes in health status*

	�‚ Assist client in maintaining level of independence after unexpected body image changes  
(e.g., amputation, paralysis)

	�‚ Monitor client progress toward achieving improved body image (e.g., mastectomy, colostomy)
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

�����Ý���Ý�����;�ú�&�Ä���:�Ä�ú�&�Ý���ú

	�‚ Identify client in crisis

	�‚ Identify client risk for self-injury and/or violence (e.g., suicide or violence precaution)

	�‚ �����ò�ò�Ä�·�&���½�§�&�§�����ú���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&� �́��������&�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò���Ò�������:�Ý���ò�Ä�ú�·�Ä���&�������Ä�ò�Ò���§�ú�½�����&�Ù�Ä�����•

	�‚ Assist in managing the care of angry and/or agitated client (e.g., de-escalation techniques)*

	�‚ Use crisis intervention techniques to assist client in coping

	�‚ Provide opportunities for client to understand why the crisis occurred

	�‚ Guide client to resources for recovery from crisis (e.g., social supports)

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on suicide/violence prevention

	�‚ Report changes in client behavior (indicating a developing crisis) to supervisor

���,�ò�&�,���§�ò�����;�§���Ä�ú�Ä����

	�‚ Identify importance of client self-reported culture/ethnicity when planning/providing/monitoring care

	�‚ Recognize client self-reported cultural practices that may affect interventions for procedures/surgery 
(e.g., direct eye contact)

	�‚ Plan care with consideration of client spiritual, cultural beliefs and/or gender identity*

	�‚ Respect self-reported cultural background/practices of client (does not include dietary preferences)

	�‚ Document how client language needs are met

End-of-Life Concepts

	�‚ �;�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�Ò�A���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���Ä�ú�½�ª���Ò�ª�ò�Ý�Ò�Ä���ú�Ä�Ä�½�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���L�ú�§�ú�·�Ý�§�ò���·���ú�·�Ä���ú���•���Ò�Ä�§���•���ò�����������Ò���·���ú�&�����ò�•�������ò�Ä���·�Ù�§�ú�Ó�Ä���§

	�‚ Identify client ability to cope with end-of-life interventions

	�‚ Provide care or support for client/family at end of life 

	�‚ Assist client in resolution of end-of-life issues

	�‚ Provide end of life care and education to clients*

�1���Ý�Ä�Ò���§�ú�½���M��������

	�‚ Identify client reaction to loss (e.g., denial, fear)

	�‚ Support the client in anticipatory grieving

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on expected client reactions to grief and loss (e.g., denial, fear)

	�‚ Provide client with resources to adjust to loss/bereavement (e.g., individual counseling, support groups)

Mental Health Concepts

	�‚ Identify expected behaviors of client with independent or dependent personality

	�‚ Identify client symptoms of acute or chronic mental illness (e.g., schizophrenia, depression, bipolar 
disorder)

	�‚ Recognize client use of defense mechanisms

	�‚ Recognize change in client mental status
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Recognize client symptoms of relapse

	�‚ Explore reasons for client non-compliance with treatment plan*

	�‚ Assist in the care of a client experiencing sensory/perceptual alterations*

	�‚ Assist in the care of the cognitively impaired client*

	�‚ Assist in promoting client independence

	�‚
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Therapeutic Communication

	�‚ Provide emotional support to client*

	�‚ Assist client in communicating needs to health care staff

	�‚ Develop and maintain therapeutic relationships with client 

	�‚ Respect client personal values and beliefs

	�‚ Establish a trusting nurse-client relationship

	�‚ Use therapeutic communication techniques with client*

	�‚ Encourage client to appropriately use verbal and nonverbal communication

	�‚ Monitor effectiveness of communications with client

�•�Ù�Ä���§���Ä�,�&�Ý�·���"�ú�:�Ý�����ú�ù�Ä�ú�&

	�‚ Promote a therapeutic environment*

	�‚ Identify external factors that may interfere with client recovery (e.g., stressors, noise)

	�‚ Participate in community meetings

	�‚ Contribute to maintaining a safe and supportive environment for client

	�‚ Monitor client response to environmental factors

The nurse is assisting to evaluate the coping strategies of the spouse of  
�§���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���;�Ù�����Ù�§�½���§�����&�����ï�Ä���Y���½�§�A�����§�Ó���š���–�Ù�Ý�·�Ù�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���Ò���ò�ò���;�Ý�ú�Ó�����&�§�&�Ä�ù�Ä�ú�&����
by the spouse would indicate ineffective coping?

1.	 “I sleep only for short periods of time since my spouse  
�¶�Ä�·�§�ù�Ä���Ý�ò�ò�š�² (key)

2.	 “I feel frustrated when my spouse turns away and will not talk  
�;�Ý�&�Ù���ù�Ä�š�²��

�W�š	�±�;���Ä�§�&���ù�Ä�§�ò�����Ý�ú���ù�A���������,���Ä� �́����������ù���������ù�A���������,���Ä���;�Ý�ò�ò���ú���&���Ù�§�:�Ä���&���� 
�Ä�§�&���ù�Ä�§�ò�����§�ò���ú�Ä�š�²

4.	 “I have been performing a few household chores each day before 
�:�Ý���Ý�&�Ý�ú�Ó���ù�A���������,���Ä�š�²��

Sample Item

Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 

and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Physiological Integrity
The LPN/VN assists in the promotion of physical health and well-being by providing care and comfort, 
reducing risk potential for clients and assisting them with the management of health alterations.

Basic Care and Comfort

	�‚ The LPN/VN provides comfort to clients and assistance in the performance of activities of daily living.

 

Basic Care and Comfort
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  

2021 LPN/VN Practice Analysis: Linking the NCLEX-PN® Examination to Practice 

	�‚ Provide care to client with bowel or bladder management protocol

	�‚ Perform irrigation (e.g., urinary catheter, bladder, wound, ear, nose, eye)

	�‚ Provide for mobility needs (e.g., ambulation, range of motion, transfer, 
repositioning, use of adaptive equipment)

	�‚ Use measures to maintain or improve client skin integrity

	�‚ Provide care to an immobilized client based on need

	�‚ Assist in the care and comfort for a client with a visual and/or hearing impairment

	�‚ Promote alternative/complementary therapy in providing client care  
(e.g., music therapy, pet therapy)

	�‚ Provide non-pharmacological measures for pain relief (e.g., imagery, massage, 
repositioning)

	�‚ Evaluate pain using standardized rating scales

	�‚ Provide feeding for client with enteral tubes

	�‚ Monitor and provide for nutritional needs of client 

	�‚ �U���ú�Ý�&�������·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���Ý�ú�&�§�ï�Ä� ���,�&���,�&�¶

	�‚ Assist with activities of daily living

	�‚ Provide site care for client with enteral tubes 

	�‚ Assist in providing postmortem care

	�‚ Provide measures to promote sleep and rest

Related content includes but is not limited to:

�������Ý���&�Ý�:�Ä�����Ä�:�Ý�·�Ä��

	�‚ Identify appropriate use of assistive devices (e.g., cane, walker, crutches)

	�‚ Contribute to care of client using assistive device (e.g., feeding devices, telecommunication devices, 
touch pad, communication board)

	�‚ Reinforce teaching for client using assistive device

	�‚ Review correct use of assistive devices to client and staff members
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Elimination

	�‚
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Nutrition and Oral Hydration

	�‚ �;�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�Ò�A���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�������&�Ä�ú�&�Ý�§�ò���Ò�������§�����Ý���§�&�Ý���ú���¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���Ò�Ä�Ä�½�Ý�ú�Ó���&�,�¶�Ä�•�����Ä�½�§�&�Ý���ú�•�����;�§�ò�ò���;�Ý�ú�Ó���½�Ý�Ò�L�·�,�ò�&�Ý�Ä���§

	�‚ Check client feeding tube placement and patency

	�‚ Provide feeding for client with enteral tubes*

	�‚ Monitor and provide for nutritional needs of client* 

	�‚ Monitor client ability to eat (e.g., chew, swallow)

	�‚ Monitor impact of disease/illness on client nutritional status

	�‚ Monitor client intake/output*

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on special diets based on client diagnosis/nutritional needs and cultural 
considerations (e.g., high protein, kosher diet, calorie restriction)

	�‚ Promote client independence in eating 

Personal Hygiene

	�‚ Determine client usual personal hygiene habits/routine

	�‚ Assist with activities of daily living*

	�‚ Provide site care for client with enteral tubes*

	�‚ Reinforce teaching to client on required adaptations for performing activities of daily living  
(e.g., shower chair, handrails)

Postmortem Care

	�‚ Assist in providing postmortem care*

	�‚ Provide comfort to family

	�‚ Incorporate cultural practice in postmortem care

	�‚ Prepare the client for viewing by the family

	�‚ �"�ú���,���Ä�����������Ä�����Ý�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�L�·�§�&�Ý���ú�����Ò���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�������Ý�������&�����&���§�ú���������&���&�����ù�����Ó�,�Ä� �Ò�,�ú�Ä���§�ò���Ù���ù�Ä

Rest and Sleep

	�‚ Identify client usual rest and sleep patterns (e.g., bedtime, sleep rituals)

	�‚ Provide measures to promote sleep and rest*

	�‚ Schedule client care activities to promote adequate rest and sleep 
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

The nurse is reinforcing teaching with a client about using crutches. 
Which of the following information should the nurse reinforce?

�U�š	�±�•�Ù�Ä�����&�§�Ý���������Ù���,�ò�½���¶�Ä���§�:���Ý�½�Ä�½���;�Ù�Ý�ò�Ä���,���Ý�ú�Ó���·���,�&�·�Ù�Ä���š�²

�V�š	�±�•�Ù�Ä���Ä�ò�¶���;�����ù�,���&�����&�§�A�����&���§�Ý�Ó�Ù�&���;�Ù�Ý�ò�Ä���§�ù�¶�,�ò�§�&�Ý�ú�Ó���;�Ý�&�Ù���·���,�&�·�Ù�Ä���š�²

�W�š	�±�•�Ù���Ä�Ä���L�ú�Ó�Ä�����;�Ý�½�&�Ù�������Ù���,�ò�½�����Ä���§���§�&�Ä���&�Ù�Ä���§�@�Ý�ò�ò�§�Ä���§�ú�½���&�Ù�Ä���·���,�&�·�Ù�Ä���š�²��
(key)

4.	 “Bearing weight on the affected leg should be avoided when  
�,���Ý�ú�Ó���&�Ù�Ä���X�ª�����Ý�ú�&���·���,�&�·�Ù���Ó�§�Ý�&�š�²

Sample Item

Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 
and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Pharmacological Therapies

	�‚ The LPN/VN provides care related to the administration of medications and monitors clients who  
are receiving parenteral therapies.

Pharmacological Therapies
Related Activity Statements from the Report of Findings from the  
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Implement procedures to counteract adverse effects of medications 

	�‚ Withhold medication dose if client experiences adverse effect to medication

	�‚ Monitor and document client response to actions taken to counteract adverse effects 
 of medications

	�‚ Monitor client for actual and potential adverse effects of medications (e.g., prescribed,  
over-the-counter and/or herbal supplements)

	�‚ �U���ú�Ý�&�������§�ú�&�Ý�·�Ý���§�&�Ä�½���Ý�ú�&�Ä���§�·�&�Ý���ú�����§�ù���ú�Ó���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&�������Ä���·���Ý�¶�Ä�½���ù�Ä�½�Ý�·�§�&�Ý���ú�����§�ú�½���M�,�Ý�½�����¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•�������§�ò�•�� 
intravenous, subcutaneous, intramuscular, topical)

	�‚ Monitor and document client side effects to medications

	�‚ Monitor and document client response to management of medication side effects including  
prescribed, over-the-counter and herbal supplements

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on possible effects of medications (common side effects or adverse  
effects, when to notify primary health care provider)

	�‚ Notify primary health care provider of actual/potential adverse effects of client medications

Dosage Calculations

	�‚ Perform calculations needed for medication administration*

	�‚ Use clinical decision-making when calculating doses

Expected Actions/Outcomes   

	�‚ Identify client expected response to medication

	�‚ Use resources to check on purposes and actions of pharmacological agents

	�‚ Apply knowledge of pathophysiology when addressing client pharmacological agents

	�‚ Monitor client use of medications over time (e.g., prescription, over-the-counter, home remedies)

	�‚ Reinforce education to client regarding medications*

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on actions and therapeutic effects of medications and  
pharmacological interactions

	�‚ Evaluate client response to medication (e.g., adverse reactions, interactions, therapeutic effects,  
critical laboratory values)*

Medication Administration

	�‚ Identify client need for PRN medications

	�‚ Mix client medication from two vials as necessary (e.g., insulin)

	�‚ Follow the rights of medication administration*

	�‚ Maintain medication safety practices (e.g., storage, checking for expiration dates, compatibility)*

	�‚ Reconcile and maintain medication list or medication administration record (e.g., prescribed medications, 
herbal supplements, over-the-counter medications)*

	�‚ Collect required data prior to medication administration (e.g., contraindications, current medications)*
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Assist in preparing client for insertion of central line

	�‚ Administer medication by oral route* 

	�‚ Administer intravenous piggyback (secondary) medications*

	�‚ Administer medication by various gastrointestinal tubes*

	�‚ Administer a subcutaneous, intradermal or intramuscular medication*

	�‚ Administer a medication by ear, eye, nose, inhalation, rectum, vagina or skin route* 

	�‚ Dispose of client unused medications according to facility/agency policy

	�‚ Count controlled substances and report discrepancies*

	�‚ ���§�ò�·�,�ò�§�&�Ä���§�ú�½���ù���ú�Ý�&�������Ý�ú�&���§�:�Ä�ú���,�����¦�;�•�§���M���;�����§�&�Ä�•

	�‚ Monitor transfusion of blood product*

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on client self-administration of medications (e.g., insulin,  
subcutaneous insulin pump)

Pharmacological Pain Management

	�‚ Identify client need for pain medication

	�‚ Monitor and document client response to pharmacological interventions (e.g., pain rating scale,  
verbal reports)

	�‚ Maintain pain control devices (e.g., epidural, patient-controlled analgesia, peripheral nerve catheter)*

 

The nurse has reinforced teaching with a client with schizophrenia who 
is receiving prescribed olanzapine. Which of the following statements by 
the client would indicate a correct understanding of the teaching? 

�U�š	�±�•�Ù�Ä���ù�Ä�½�Ý�·�§�&�Ý���ú���ù�§�A���·�§�,���Ä���½���A���ù���,�&�Ù�š�² (key)

�V�š	�±�;�����Ù���,�ò�½���·���ú���,�ù�Ä���§���ò���;�ª���Ä���Ý�½�,�Ä���½�Ý�Ä�&���;�Ù�Ý�ò�Ä���&�§�ï�Ý�ú�Ó�����ò�§�ú�G�§���Ý�ú�Ä�š�²

3.	 “Restlessness and agitation are common side effects of 
���ò�§�ú�G�§���Ý�ú�Ä�š�²

4.	 “I will have a blood specimen obtained to monitor the therapeutic 
�ò�Ä�:�Ä�ò�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���ù�Ä�½�Ý�·�§�&�Ý���ú�š�²

Sample Item

Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 
and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

Related content includes but is not limited to:

���Ù�§�ú�Ó�Ä��� ���¶�ú�����ù�§�ò�Ý�&�Ý�Ä�����Ý�ú���•�Ý�&�§�ò���y�Ý�Ó�ú��

	�‚ Check and monitor client vital signs*

	�‚ Compare vital signs to client baseline vital signs 

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching about normal and abnormal vital signs (e.g., hypertension, tachypnea, 
bradycardia, fever)

Diagnostic Tests

	�‚ �o�Ä���Ò�����ù���§�ú���Ä�ò�Ä�·�&�����·�§���½�Ý���Ó���§�ù���¦�"�K�1� �"���1�§�•��

	�‚ Perform diagnostic testing (e.g., blood glucose, oxygen saturation, testing for occult blood)

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching about diagnostic test

�M�§�¶�����§�&�����A���•�§�ò�,�Ä��

	�‚ Compare client laboratory values to normal laboratory values  

	�‚ Perform venipuncture for blood draws*

	�‚ Perform blood glucose monitoring*

	�‚ Collect specimen for diagnostic testing (e.g., blood, urine, stool, sputum)*

	�‚ Maintain central venous catheter*

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on purposes of laboratory tests

	�‚ Monitor diagnostic or laboratory test results*

	�‚ Notify primary health care provider about client laboratory test results

Potential for Alterations in Body Systems

	�‚ Identify signs or symptoms of potential prenatal complications*

	�‚ �;�½�Ä�ú�&�Ý�Ò�A���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&���;�Ý�&�Ù���Ý�ú�·���Ä�§���Ä�½�����Ý���ï���Ò�������Ý�ú���,�Ò�L�·�Ý�Ä�ú�&���¶�ò�����½���·�Ý���·�,�ò�§�&�Ý���ú���¦�Ä�š�Ó�š�•���Ý�ù�ù���¶�Ý�ò�Ý�G�Ä�½���ò�Ý�ù�¶�•���½�Ý�§�¶�Ä�&�Ä���§

	�‚ Recognize change in client neurologic status (level of consciousness, orientation, muscle strength)

	�‚ Compare current client clinical data to baseline information

	�‚ Perform focused data collection based on client condition (e.g., neurologic checks, circulatory checks)* 

	�‚ Check for urinary retention (e.g., bladder scan, ultrasound, palpation)*

	�‚ Apply and check proper use of compression stockings and/or sequential compression devices (SCD)*

	�‚ Monitor client output for changes from baseline (e.g., nasogastric emesis, stool, urine)

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on methods to prevent complications associated with activity level/diagnosed 
illness/disease (e.g., foot care for client with diabetes mellitus)

Potential for Complications of Diagnostic Tests/Treatments/Procedures 

	�‚ Identify client response to diagnostic tests/treatments/procedures  

	�‚ Maintain client tube patency (e.g., chest tube, tracheostomy tube)
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Provide care for client receiving electroconvulsive therapy (ECT)

	�‚ Provide appropriate follow-up after incident (e.g., fall, client elopement or medication error) 

	�‚ Identify client risk and implement interventions*

	�‚ Monitor continuous or intermittent suction of nasogastric (NG) tube*

	�‚ Use precautions to prevent injury and/or complications associated with a procedure or diagnosis*

	�‚ Reinforce teaching to prevent complications due to client diagnostic tests/treatments/procedures

	�‚ Notify primary health care provider if client has signs of potential complications (e.g., fever,  
hypotension, limb pain, thrombus formation)

	�‚ Evaluate client oxygen (O2) saturation*

	�‚ Suggest change in interventions based on client response to diagnostic tests/treatments/procedures  

Potential for Complications from Surgical Procedures and Health Alterations

	�‚ Identify client response to surgery or health alterations

	�‚ Assist with care for client before and after surgical procedure*

	�‚ Reinforce client education about procedures and treatments*

	�‚ Monitor client responses to procedures and treatments*

	�‚ Reinforce teaching to prevent complications due to surgery or health alterations (e.g., cough and deep 
breathing, elastic stockings)

	�‚ Suggest change in interventions based on client response to surgery or health alterations 

Therapeutic Procedures

	�‚ Insert, maintain and remove urinary catheter*

	�‚ Insert, maintain and remove nasogastric (NG) tube*

	�‚ Maintain and remove peripheral intravenous (IV) catheter*

	�‚ Assist with the performance of a diagnostic or invasive procedure*

	�‚ Reinforce client teaching on treatments and procedures

The nurse is caring for a client with peptic ulcer disease (PUD) who 
�:���ù�Ý�&�Ä�½���U�Y�T���ù�M�����Ò���¶�ò�����½�ª�&�Ý�ú�Ó�Ä�½���Ó���Ä�Ä�ú���ò�Ý���,�Ý�½�š���–�Ù�Ý�·�Ù�����Ò���&�Ù�Ä���·�ò�Ý�Ä�ú�&� �́���
laboratory test results would be a priority to check?

1.	 serum pH

2.	 hematocrit (HCT) (key)

3.	 serum sodium level

4.	 blood urea nitrogen (BUN) level

Sample Item

Visit NCLEX.com for additional resources and sample items, including sample clinical judgment case studies 
and stand-alone items.

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page




National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) | 2023

48 2023 NCLEX-PN® Test Plan

National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) | 2023

48

*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚ Provide care to a client with an ostomy (e.g., colostomy, ileostomy, urostomy)*

	�‚
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*Activity statement from 2021 LPN/VN practice analysis

	�‚

https://nclex.com/next-generation-nclex.page
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Appendix B

Item Writing Tips
The following tips are designed to provide nurse educators with information on writing NCLEX-style items. 
Refer to NCLEX.com for answers to frequently asked questions and for additional information on item formats 
and sample items.

NCSBN has created a repository of resources related to Next Generation NCLEX development. For 
information on developing clinical judgment items, be sure to access NCSBN.org for newsletters and articles, 
particularly the newsletters on the NGN Clinical Judgment Measurement Model and Action Model, the NGN 
Case Study and Stand-alone Items. 

Steps to Item Writing

A well-designed item or case study consists of four main components: client data (clinical scenario/exhibits 
such as vital signs), a stem (asks a question or poses a statement that requires completion), key(s) (the correct 
answer/s) and distractors (incorrect options). The following steps are provided to assist in creating a well-
designed item or case study. 

Step 1. 	 Select a nursing concept for focus of the item or case study  
(test plan category or integrated process).

Step 2. 	 Use the concept to build the client data (clinical scenario/exhibits) and stem. 

Step 3. 	 Write a key or keys to represent important information the entry-level nurse should know.

Step 4. 	 Identify common errors, misconceptions or irrelevant information.

Step 5. 	 Use the previous information and write the distractors.

Step 6. 	 Complete the item using the client data (clinical scenario/exhibits), stem,  
key(s) and distractors.

Step 7. 	 Write a rationale supporting the keys and distractors.

https://www.nclex.com/index.htm
https://www.ncsbn.org/exams/next-generation-nclex/ngn-resources.page
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